Tax Court of Canada Cour canadienne de [impot

Practice Note No. 21 (amended)

Settlement Conferences

This note amends Practice Note No. 21, which was originally issued on November 30, 2018.

Settlement conferences provide a valuable opportunity for parties to resolve their appeals without
proceeding to trial. Parties considering or submitting a request for a settlement conference are
advised of the following:

1.

Given that the Court has limited judicial resources, the Court prioritizes settlement
conference requests where both parties have shown a willingness to negotiate. This
willingness is generally reflected by an exchange of substantive offers. Parties submitting
requests shall confirm whether each party has made an offer to settle.

There may be exceptional cases where parties have been unable to exchange offers but
may otherwise be able to demonstrate a genuine willingness to negotiate. In such cases,
the parties should explain in detail their exceptional circumstances and readiness to
negotiate when submitting their requests.

When a matter has already been scheduled for hearing, a request for a settlement
conference must be submitted sufficiently in advance so that it can take place before the
hearing. As a general rule, settlement conferences will not be held on trial dates.

Parties attending a settlement conference must ensure that a representative with full
authority to settle the appeal is present during the entire settlement conference.

The Court may award costs against a party where it finds that the party’s conduct
impeded the settlement conference.

Dated this 15th day of September 2026.

(Original signed by Gabrielle St-Hilaire
Chief Justice)

Gabrielle St-Hilaire
Chief Justice
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